




THEME
1--What is the story (poem) about?

     That is the topic.  (Abstract nouns mostly)

      Fear, Alienation
2—What does the story (poem) say to you about the TOPIC?  That is theme.

       Fear while reasonable and justifiable can create an environment that can destroy both the oppressor and the oppressed.

A writer creates some people [CHARACTERS], puts them in a time and place [SETTING], has things happen to and between them [PLOT], may have them talk [DIALOG], creates someone to tell the story [NARRATOR], from a position [POINT OF VIEW] using language [DICTION, TONE] with particular devices [IRONY, HUMOR, DETAILS ETC ETC]….so that the reader makes meaning [THEME].

Theme is the frame of the whole thing, the purpose of the entire work.  Then ask

3—What is it in the work that gives me meaning about the topic?  What does it say to me about that theme?  Which of these literary devices do most to give me the meaning I get?  How do they do it? Now you are analyzing theme.
Some generalizations:

Hardest literary device to figure out.

The literary prose/poem is an illustration of the theme.

No set method to derive theme.  Possibilities:  ask in what way the main character has changed in story or learned by the end.   Or explore the nature of the central conflict and its outcome.  Sometimes the title will have a clue.  

NOT A MORAL—Ask what does this story/poem reveal not teach.

NO PLOT or character or setting or anything literary device is in the theme.  They influence the theme however.

Deriving a Theme
1. Has a subject and a predicate 
2.  A generalization about life
3.   Don’t make the generalization larger than is justified by the terms of story.

4. Central and unifying concept of story.

                (subtheme)

5.  No one way to state the theme.

6. Avoid cliché and trite expressions.

 A graphic organizer:

Story

 
Theme

Hunters in the Snow
People form symbiotic alliances purely to 

                                         further their own gains.

Paul’s Case


Some people desire a spark, a pleasure, a 

                                         gateway to provide an escape 

                                         from the real world in which they live.
Hills Like White

The non-acceptance of change, a denial of 

Elephants                         growth and life, may lead to a life filled with 

                                         sterility and emptiness. 

Interpreter of

Maladies


The human search for love can result in a 

‘malady’ when unaccompanied by honest   emotion (as in case with Mrs. Das) or    when inspired by naïve infatuation (as in the case with Mr. Kapasi)

The Destructors

The dislocations caused by a devastating war 

may produce among the young a conscious or unconscious rebellion against all the values of the reigning society—a rebellion in which the creative instincts are channeled into destructive enterprises.
Met Husband  

People prefer their own version of the truth to 

                                         whatever the truth may be.
Everyday  Use

A person whose honesty and tolerance have 
long made her susceptible to the strong will of another may reach a point where she will exert her own will for the sake of justice.   
Miss Brill


Loneliness is a pitiable emotional state that may 
be avoided by refusing to acknowledge that one feels lonely, though such an avoidance may also require one to create unrealistic fantasy.
How Far She Went        Emotional ties bind people though they may be 

                                          latent, reticent or under expressed.
The Lesson

Gooseberries

Worn Path

Once Upon a Time
