Style

You remember analyzing style last year repeatedly, so this should be review.   Each writer has his/her own imprint, personality, traits, in other words-- style.  It is idiosyncratic to each writer and your job (should you decide to accept it) is to look for that style and comment upon it and what it means.   Just like you do when someone walks in the door, you size up that person’s style, make pronouncements about that person’s demeanor and personality, and generalize that about that person.   Likewise, you do for a writer’s style.

Some terms to review and that are helpful when analyzing style:

Ambiguity—given to openness to different interpretations: or an instance in which some use of language may be understood in diverse ways.  It is a source of poetic richness rather than a fault of imprecision.

Imagery—a rather vague critical term covering those uses of language in a literary work that evoke sense-impressions by literal or figurative reference to perceptible or concrete objects, scenes, actions, or states.  These need NOT be MENTAL PICTURES but can appeal to gustatory—taste, olfactory—smell, tactile—touch, auditory—sound as well as visual—sight.  An image that is repeated throughout a work is a motif.
Diction –the choice of words used in a literary work

Connotation—the associations surrounding a word other than its strict dictionary 

                                    definition

Denotation—the literal dictionary definition

Colloquial—use of informal expressions appropriate to everyday speech of a time 

                                period and place rather than the formality of language
Detail—concrete specifics
Syntax—the way in which words and clauses are ordered and connected.  A major determinant of literary style.


Punctuation


Parallelism

Irony—trumps everything…sometimes comic, sometimes tragic, sometimes wry or perplexing…provides richness to the literary piece.  It adds layers of possible meaning and competing signification.  Every thing you read goes out the window when irony comes in the door.  How do you know it’s irony?   Read a lot!  Practice.  It would be helpful to read chapter 26 in Foster’s How to Read Literature Like a Professor about this device.
Antecedent—the noun the pronoun replaces
Allusion—an indirect or passing reference to  historical, literary, cultural events, people, places or artistic works.  The nature and relevance of which is not explained by the writer but relies on the reader’s familiarity with what is thus mentioned.  It is an economical means of calling upon the history of the literary tradition that author and reader are assumed to share.
Mode—an unspecific critical term usually designating a broad but identifiable kind of literary method, mood or manner that is not tied exclusively to a particular form or genre.  Examples are the satiric mode, the comic, the pastoral, the didactic.  We discuss four simple types:  narrative, descriptive, persuasive, and expository in AP Language.
