Structure Handout

Foreshadowing—placing plot points in strategic places in a narrative so as not to be tricky or obvious to the reader but subtly point the way to the resolution.
Plot—pattern of events and situations in a narrative work  (what happens)  Not the action itself but the way the author arranges the action toward a specific end

            Exposition—beginning details

            Rising action—details that build the suspense, start the conflict, starts with the 

                                     crisis action

            Climax—the point of highest intensity

            Resolution—a resolving of the crisis action (notice I did not say solving)
            Denouement—the ending details
Flashback –a form of anachrony by which some of the events of a story are related at a point in the narrative after later story-events have already been recounted.  It enables a storyteller to fill in background information about characters and events.  A narrative that begins in medias res will include a flashback account of events preceding the point at which the tale began.
Suspense—read pp. 105—106 in Perrine for a great explanation of suspense in literary fiction
Motif—a situation, incident, idea, image, or character-type that is found throughout a literary work
Juxtaposition—a position of two dissimilar yet parallel items placed near each other in a literary work for effect.
Elegy—elaborately formal lyric poem lamenting the death of  a friend or public figure or reflecting on a solemn subject.
Conflict—the struggle within a literary work.  Begins with the crisis action.
Antithesis—a contrast  or opposition either rhetorical or philosophical.
Setting—the time period and place of a narrative.  Builds atmosphere or mood
Mood—the atmosphere of a narrative.  The diction and the setting build this.
