                     Senior Project 2011—AP Literature and Composition

Due: May 20     Length: 3-- 5  minutes    Medium:  Moviemaker or Photostory 

Be sure to bring a flashdrive!!!!!!!!!

Background:  Over the past years, you have read many pieces of literature, each one exploring a theme or subject common to other pieces—poems, stories, nonfiction, novels, and your own body of writings.  The premise was to examine life from different perspectives.   Now it’s time to wrap it all up and think about what you read, and sharing one aspect (universal idea)  that has stuck with you throughout  your learning with the  rest  of us in a way we will find interesting and you will find challenging.  

Getting Started:  This may well be the last piece of thinking you do in high school, so I want something not just good, or even great, but something intriguing and remarkable.  So, the first step is to find a way to connect some of  your reading and writing that draws on your individual strengths—your creative talents.  Thus, you must  find some idea common in at least three literary items from the past two years, your writings, and YOU and your literary development.   After this common thread has been noted, you need to copy and paste  the following information and turn in to me prior to the start of your product.  I will conduct informal conferences with you once you have completed the following information in this order:    (please have typed)

                                Common Thread_________________________________

· Your subject and why do you want to explore it

· What is the question that you were seeking the answer(s) to about this subject

· What is the point you want to convey to us about this subject

· What are some of the key ideas that emerged from your investigation of this question from your selected readings and writings: what did these writers as well as you have to say about this subject over the past two years

· How do these writers’ ideas about this subject compare with your own past ideas about this subject

· What literary works from your earlier years will you incorporate into this project

· What do you realize or learn that surprised you most about this subject after exploring it

· How will you convey these insights and ideas to us using Moviemaker or Photostory 

· What interesting similarities and differences did you notice?

· Why is that (e.g. video, painting, series of poems, monologue, music, scrapbook) the best way to convey the insights into your subject

· What extended inquiry will you do about your subject/theme

· How will you avoid ending up with a visual summary of the books and other literary works you are working with so that you avoid producing a limited response to the big question you are asking

· Narration required.  So what parts will you narrate?

· The motif is your question and it should appear throughout the project.  How will you use it throughout so it isn’t monotonous? 

· How will you insure that your grammar and mechanics are perfect

· How will you  make sure that your segues and transitions with audio as well as visual will be smooth

· How will you make sure that not too much text will be in each  scene?  The bare minimum should be used

· How will make sure that your clips of music, movies, t.v. shows etc will be ‘legal” i.e. 30 seconds or shorter?  

Your visual representations that you will create may include metaphor, symbol, equation, thought problem, diagram , poem, art, photography, video, musical interpretation, dramatic interpretation, or any creative surprise you think is appropriate.  

Date Due: This product is not meant to be some massive project in itself, though it is meant to challenge you to show us both what you can do at your best in your area of greatest talent. You will present the end product to the class beginning May 20.  Your names will be randomly drawn to what order you will present your product which will stand on its own with no introduction from you.

Student Sample:  

Project ‘Thinking to Product’ Example:
Subject:   Relationship between children and their parents

Turn your subject into a guiding question:  How does the relationship between teenagers and their parents change?

Answer your question with a statement: As teens grow more independent, they resent and resist the limitations and expectations their parents impose on them.

Refine this statement into a working thesis: Conflict between teenagers and their parents is a difficult but necessary stage in kids’ development

Select 3 literary works and some quotations from your body of writings that will support your thesis.

Extensions for inquiry:  This is not any previous work but a new item that goes into your senior project.  collecting personal notecards from people you know, neighbors, strangers and such about their relationships with children or parents and then putting them into a notebook (PostSecret.com inspired, many are anonymous, some are signed) which then can be put into moviemaker or photostory.

Conclusions:   The degree to which we care for another, and are willing to put our own selves out for another, particularly  children/parents, illustrates an interesting complex of the human condition.  While sometimes  typically display an almost savage, natural side, as can be seen in McCarthy’s The Road,  Hayden’s “Those Winter Sundays,” and Hood’s “How Far She Went,”  the way one treats offspring illuminates totally different sides of selves.  

Father or mother figures are imperative in a child’s life, whether in forming a child’s morals, guiding them or simply being a physical comfort.  However, these figures are not necessarily biological, and occasionally biological parents can be harmful to a child.

Parent-child relationships are complex in nature that every choice, every decision and every conversation can turn the relationship, and have both positive and negative effects.  Timing is also key, and learning to accept your son/daughter/mother/father for who they are, and not who you believe they are supposed to be.

As parents and children, we will never completely understand each other, and if we can accept this, we will build a strong bond.  

Modified Annotated Bibliography:

Hayden, Robert. “Those Winter Sundays.” Perrine’s  Literature Structure, Sound, and Sense.
Memory of the speaker’s childhood inspires him to remember the sparseness of his father’s love and care but the resoluteness and essential nature of it.

Hood, Mary.  “How Far she Went.”  Perrine’s Literature Structure, Sound, and Sense.

The teenager’s parent has relegated her care to her grandmother who is not joyful at the prospect of keeping a teen now that the grandma has her life as she wants it.  The teen is ungrateful and defiant to her grandmother while she is hurting inwardly because of the parental rejection.  The grandmother and the teen get into a life threatening situation because of the teen’s behavior and the ‘mother bear’ emerges from within the grandmother in which she sacrifices her beloved pet to save her granddaughter.   An understated reconciliation occurs at the end where both the teen and the grandmother realizes the abiding love one has for their offspring’s children despite the inconvenience and irritation of the experience.
McCarthy, Cormac. The Road.  Toronto: Random House. 2006. (287 pages)

At the end of the world, or so it seems, a father and son attempt to survive among dust and a barren landscape full of cannibals. The horror that they face every day, the extremities they go to, are unbelievable.  The father’s perseverance to get his son to safety, despite his own inevitable death, truly show the effort a parent will go to in order to give their child a better life.  Interesting ideas came up throughout the story, such as possibly having to kill his son, and the way cannibals treated each other.

Student writings:    “Character Analysis of the Teen in “How Far She Went”

                          Lit Circle #1 Open prompt:  The Road
                         Young Author’s story “Oh no, She didn’t”

Earlier literary selections to unify my production:   use Shel Silverstein’s The Giving Tree, a favorite quotation from Plato about families and perception, the nursery rhyme “Old Mother Hubbard,” and the fairy tale “Hansel and Gretel,”  a favorite middle school book The Outsiders, a selected scene from one an early dance recital where mother’s comments are heard over the music,  and selected quotations from an essay written when in 5th grade, “My Hero.”
Final Product:   The above selections and points put together in moviemaker  or photostory using film clips, quotations from the three literary selections, student’s own family photographs and interviews, points from student’s body of writings that dug into this idea,  notecards pasted into a scrapbook so a few essential ones underscoring the student’s points are targeted and photographed,  appropriate music from Kanye West and Eminem (with expletives edited out), and a film clip from the movie Big Fish.
Your Final Product:   Flashdrive containing your 3—5 minute moviemaker presentation & annotated bibliography-- Due May 20
