Satire--a form of humor, written in poetry or prose, which makes a subject or a person appear ridiculous.  Its purpose is to point out prevailing vices or follies (through humor) which should be corrected.  In other words, satire combines criticism with humor in order to change that which seems wrong.

 

In English literature, satire began with Chaucer’s Canterbury Tales and flourished in the 18th century with Alexander Pope and Jonathan Swift.

 

 

Satire can have two MOODS:
1.      GENTLE / SYMPATHETIC -- where the humor is mild and the author sees the problem as more foolish than evil

2.      BITING / ANGRY --where the ridicule is savage and the author sees the problem as urgent and severe, possibly evil

 

 

Satire can be directed at several kind of TARGETS:
1.      THE INDIVIDUAL -- the author make fun of one person’s behavior and beliefs because he feels that they are foolish or malicious.  One example is Swift’s “The Death of the Late Famous General.”

2.      THE GROUP -- the target can be a political party, a club, a social class, a profession, even a whole society.  One example is Buchwald’s “Is There Life on Earth?”

3.      THE “SYSTEM” -- this often involves large systems of beliefs, such as religion, or human nature in general.  One example is Swift’s “A Modest Proposal.”

 

 

How it Works
Satire works on the principles of IRONY and EXAGGERATION.

1.      IRONY -- things are just the opposite of what they seem.  Something small and trivial is made to seem important or serious;  known as the “mountain out of a molehill” method.  This can be reversed, as when something very important is made trivial, to show that people aren’t paying enough attention to this problem.  In either case, the 

subject is described as the opposite of what really exists.

2.      EXAGGERATION -- every idea and concept is carried to the extreme, to capture the reader’s attention.  No reasonable halfway measures are used--something is either all good or all bad.

 

Forms to Use
1.      FANTASY -- the setting of the satire is an imaginary world or time.  It softens the criticism by removing it from reality.  The idea behind it:  people are more willing to consider criticism if the finger isn’t pointing directly at them.  

2.      MOCK HEROICS -- take the realistic problem or dispute and turn it into a highly exaggerated epic battle.  

3.      FORMAL PROPOSAL -- prepare a highly serious, highly rational proposal for action on this problem, but make it totally unreasonable and exaggerated.

4.      PRAISE / BLAME -- take something that is bad and praise it without boundary, or take something good and cut it to shreds.  Either way, the reader will appreciate the irony the author intends.

 

 

Note:
Satire is more than ridicule:  It is ridicule with a purpose.  Just making fun of someone because you don’t like them is not satire.  You must focus on the problem, the foolishness or wrongs that ought to be changed.  Find a way to make these seem ridiculous, but make the reader think about the problem at the same time he/she is laughing, and you have written an effective satire. 

Satire & Parody 

Satire: The use of ridicule or scorn, often in a humorous or witty way, to expose vices and follies. Satire can range from very gentle, sarcastic humor to very biting, harsh ridicule. Satire is found across the artistic spectrum: political cartoons, films, artworks, books, articles, songs, etc. Objects of satirization are usually societal, religious, or political; individual people as well as entire schools of thought and policies are satirized.
As Molly Ivins brilliantly said, as well, “Satire is traditionally the weapon of the powerless against the powerful.” Generally speaking, satire works best if the majority opinion is attacked rather than a minority; the other way around, it’s seem as bullying. This doesn’t always hold true, however.
Parody: Humorous or satirical mimicry; imitating another piece of art for the sake of being humorous. Oftentimes, parody makes fun of its OWN group or art medium. Another word for parody is “lampoon.”
Usually, parody is done simply for the sake of entertainment while satire has the purpose of pointing out ills in society in order to make positive changes, but this isn’t always the case.
Satire can use parody, but doesn’t have to. Therefore, parody is sometimes a subset of satire.
Examples of Parody:
· The Simpsons (but sometimes the show is satirical)
· Space Balls (a parody movie of Star Wars)
· Weird Al Yankovic
· Austin Powers movies
· Mad Magazine
· The Colbert Report
Examples of Satire:
· The Simpsons (although often, it’s just a parody of mainstream family values)
· Dave Chappelle
· The Onion newspaper
· Jonathan Swift’s essay “A Modest Proposal” and novel Gulliver’s Travels—both are parodies also—the former a social theory pamphlet and the latter  of the highly popular travel books of the day
· High School and University “underground” periodicals
· The Daily Show
When encountering parody and/or satire, or attempting to figure out if it’s parody or satire, ask yourself the following questions:
1. Is this work imitating another work that’s held a spot in popular culture?
2. If there’s imitation, is it intended to be humorous? Is there exaggeration used?
3. Is it the writer’s/director’s PURPOSE to point out some flaw in society, politics, or religion?
4. Does the writer/director use a different persona to tell the story, a persona that is not his/her own point of view?
Once you’ve established that something is a satire, you should determine:
1. What is being satirized? (Usually something from society, religion, or politics)
2. What is the creator’s REAL viewpoint on the subject?
3. What techniques does the creator use to get his/her viewpoint across? (Exaggeration, humor, offensive language, using a different persona, hyperbole, understatement, etc.)
4. How can I tell the difference between the creator’s REAL point of view and the satire’s sarcastic point of view? What clues are there to tell me?
5. Is the satire effective (i.e. does it persuade me to accept the creator’s REAL point of view)? Or, possibly, even if I don’t agree with the creator’s REAL point of view, do I appreciate the wit used?
6. Is the satire harsher than it has to be? Not harsh enough? Or does it contain the appropriate amount of harshness?
