Metaphorical Thinking Devices:  Seeing Dead People
Metaphor—one thing, idea, action is referred to by a word or expression normally denoting another thing, idea, or action so as to suggest some common quality shared by the two.  In metaphor, this resemblance is assumed as an imaginary identity rather than directly stated as a comparison: referring to a man as that pig, or saying he is a pig is metaphorical, whereas he is like a pig is a simile.

Conceit –an unusual far-fetched or elaborate metaphor or simile presenting a surprisingly apt parallel between two apparently dissimilar things or feelings.

Motif—a situation, incident, idea, image or character-type that is found in many different literary  works, folktales, or myths or any element of a work that is elaborated into a more general theme.
Image—a rather vague critical term covering those uses of language in a literary work that evoke sense-impressions by literal or figurative reference to perceptible or concrete objects, scenes, actions, or states, as distinct from the language of abstract argument or exposition.  The imagery of a literary work thus comprises the set of images that it uses; these need not be mental ‘pictures,’ but may appeal to sense other than sight.  The term has often been applied particularly to the figurative language used in a work, especially to its metaphors and similes.  
Symbol—in its simplest sense, anything that stands for or represents something else beyond it—usually an idea conventionally associated with it.  Objects like flags and crosses can function symbolically; and words are also symbols.  It is a kind of sign that has no natural or resembling connection with its referent, only a conventional one: this is the case with words.  A symbol is a specially evocative kind of image (imagery); that is, a word or phrase referring to a concrete object, scene or action which also has some further significance associated with it: roses, mountains, birds, voyages have all been used as common literary symbols.  A symbol differs from a metaphor in that its application is left open as an unstated suggestion: thus in the sentence She was a tower of strength, the metaphor ties a concrete image (tower) to an identifiable abstract quality (strength).  
Similarly, in the systematically extended metaphoric parallels of allegory, the images represent specific meanings.  It is too simple to say that a literary symbol stands for some idea as if it were just a convenient substitute for a fixed meaning: it is usually a substantial image in its own right, around which further significances may gather according to differing interpretations.  
Allusion—an indirect or passing reference to some event, person, place or artistic work, the nature and relevance of which is not explained by the writer but relies on the reader’s familiarity with what is thus mentioned.  It is an economical means of calling upon the history or literary tradition that author and reader are assumed to share.     Adj.  allusive
Ambiguity—openness to different interpretations; or an instance in which some use of language may be understood in diverse ways.  It is a source of richness rather than a fault of imprecision.  
