Daisy Miller Study Guide:  Please annotate for and answer the following questions:

1. Please write Daisy Miller: A Study at the beginning of the novel if it is not already written there.  That is the original title.  Why is the novel  a study?   Locate at least 3 reasons that make you think this.

2. Take a close look at the point of view used.  In the first 16 paragraphs, James switches points of view.  Discuss  whose perspectives are used.  And how deftly James gets us, the readers, into Winterbourne’s head.  Try to find other quotations throughout the novella where the narrator slips back in the narrative.  How about in the last sentences?
3. Is Daisy scandalous?  Is she a tease or a flirt consciously or unconsciously?  Find three specific quotations  why she might be and three why she might be a nice girl.

4. Are Winterbourne’s intentions towards Daisy honorable?  Find two specific quotations why they might be and two why they might not.

5.  Do take a closer look at the names Daisy and Winterbourne.  What are the symbolic associations?  How do these relate to the plot of the story.  

6. Henry James was creating the literary movement of psychological realism: the ordeal of consciousness becomes the reader’s ordeal--just as it is Winterbourne’s ordeal to decide on Daisy.  It’s about analyzing the psychology of choices—the ambiguity of decision making. Does Winterbourne fully decide on Daisy?  Does James?  Do you?

7. Winterbourne is studying the psychology of human behavior.  If we take Daisy as a metaphor for 19th century America, its freshness and brashness as well as a nation that believes in the common good and Winterbourne and Mrs. Costello as metaphors for countries that have been civilized for so long and have a restrained, stratified society, what conclusions can James seem to make? Write at least 3 specific and supported reasons for your assertion about this.  Consider that James wrote his mother : “We seem a people of character, we seem to have energy, capacity and intellectual stuff in ample measure, but all the culture left out.  It’s the absolute and incredible lack of culture that strikes you in common travelling Americans...”

8. Why would one say that this a novel written for people who think? Who mull and consider?  What is scientific about this novella?

