Annotating Text
 

 

Annotate: v. an·no·tat·ed, an·no·tat·ing, an·no·tates 
v. tr.
1. To furnish (a literary work) with critical commentary or explanatory notes; 2. add explanatory notes to or supply with critical comments; "The scholar annotated the early edition of a famous novel" 3: provide interlinear explanations for words or phrases; "He annotated on what his teacher had written.”  n. an-no-ta-tion



Possible elements to “annotate” in a text:


- figures of speech
- tone
- shifts in tone

- shifts in thought
- conflicts in scenes
- goals and motivations
- describing the import of statements and actions that
  are essential to understanding a character
- discriminating between stated (or assumed)
  intentions and concealed intentions
- identifying and explaining instances of irony
- rhetorical devices/strategies

- author’s use of diction (word choice)

- vocabulary (unfamiliar words)

- dialect

- connections to current events

- connections to your own life

- connections to other things you’ve read

- symbols

- recurring images

- color imagery

- thesis (non-fiction)

- main ideas

- provocative statements

- character descriptions

- points of contention

- multiple meanings

- voice

- syntax

- effective use of language

- anything else that the reader intuits is of significance to understanding the   

  text
 

